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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

In an IP network, tabulating the number of data packets received from and/or sent 
to a particular IP address over time can provide a mechanism by which it is possible to 
determine or predict overloading of a node or nodes in an IP data network. By selectively 
deleting data packets received from a suspect source address or inhibiting the 
transmission of data packets to a suspect destination address, network management and 
control can be readily accomplished. 
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